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Minerals - Patterns in Nature

Chapter 5

A mineral is….
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Resources

CHAPTER 15 

Mineral Formation
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Crystal structure (internal)

Mineral forming processes

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBS--7E2n8w
C:/Documents and Settings/heinzel.AD-ITS/Heinzel_Teaching/visuals/Heller sed. process movies/Crystal Growth/NaCl.mov
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Iowa’s State Rock!

Mineral Classes
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Silicates=Mega Rock Formers

Oxides

Sulfides
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Sulfates

Halides

Carbonates
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Native metals

Mineral Physical Properties 

Mineral 

identification
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Luster

Metallic Non 

Metallic

Color

Streak 
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Hardness

• Finger nail – 2.5

• Penny – 3.5

• Nail  - 5

• Glass – 5.5

Crystal forms

Fracture or Cleavage

(a), (b), (c) 

Breakage
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Conchoidal Fracture

Specific 

gravity

Other properties 


